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DURHAM, N. G 


THE LANGUAGE OF RELIGION 


We must understand the language of religion. . . . We have to use 
language built up to describe the material, physical world if we are 
to speak of the spiritual, non-physical world because we have no other 
language. All religious language must be metaphorical or analogical 
or mythological. When we speak of God as our Father, we do not mean 
that we have two fathers in the same sense; when we speak of Christ 
ascending to heaven, we do not suppose that heaven is a place you can 
reach if you go far enough up into the sky from the land of Palestine. 
It is easy to make cheap fun of Christianity if you take its teaching 
in that literalistic way. A scientific definition which is dealing with 
this physical world can be exactly, literally and completely accurate. 
Religious statements cannot be like that. You must try to under- 
stand them as you try to understand the poets. Much of the supposed 
quarrel between science and religion is due to the fact that some scien- 
tists (and some theologians) have supposed that religious statements 
are true in a scientific sense. They may be true in a deeper sense... . 
—NATHANIEL MIcKLEM, in Steps to Christian Understanding, R. J. 
W. Bevan, Editor, just published by Oxford University Press, New 
York. 
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Letters to the Editors 





Goal of $4 Per Member for Missions Noted 





Mark Is Passed 


To THE OUTLOOK: 


AT LAST our church has reached the 
goal of an average annual gift of $4 per 
member for World Missions. The year 
closing Dec. 31, 1957 marked the crossing 
of the line to $4.07. 

This was no 100-yard-dash but a 50-year 
marathon. The Assembly, meeting in Bir- 
mingham in 1907, drew up a revolution- 
ary platform which astonished and in- 
spired the church and helped to influence 
25 of our sister denominations “to go and 
do likewise.” That platform is worthy 
to stand by the side of our first mission- 
ary platform of 1861 of which our church 
is so justly proud. 

I have before me the original little leaf- 
let of 1907, giving the action of the Gen- 
eral Assembly, without comment. 

Here are a few lines: 

“It is the judgment of the General As- 
sembly that the number of foreign mis- 
sionaries of our church necessary to give 
the gospel to those 25,000,000 within the 
present generation is not less than 800.” 

“It is the judgment of the General As- 
sembly that it will cost not less than 
$1,000,000 per annum to support the above 
named workers and their work. ... This 
would be an average of about $4 per mem- 
ber. . . . We therefore declare it to be, 
in our judgment, the duty of our church 
to begin the effort to bring its foreign 
mission offerings up to this mark at once.” 

Now before we sing the Doxology over 
this achievement of our generation let 
us take a hard look at these figures. The 
goal set in 1907 was four postage stamps 
per week per member. The goal reached 
in 1957 is two postage stamps per week. 


THERE !IS NO POINT in protesting, 
“You are confusing the two stamps; a 
two-cent stamp in 1907 and a four-cent 
stamp in 1957.” Not so. The two-cent 
stamp then carried a letter just as far as 
a four-cent stamp does today. This is a 
just comparison between the dollar of 
1907 and the dollar of 1957, and it even 
ignores the vast difference between the 
earning power of our people, fifty years 
ago and today. 

These statistics, by the way, are taken 
from the schedules in Assembly’s Minutes. 
which include all gifts from living donors 
including the Birthday Gift from the 
Women of the Church, but excludes the 
amount paid into the equalization fund 
by the Board of World Missions. 

We have to admit that since 1926 when 
we reached a high peak, our church has 
gone backward in her missionary zeal, 
as measured by the number of her mis- 
sionaries and the proportional amount of 
her giving. True, we still lead all other 
large denominations. But does that give 
us any comfort? 


BUT HERE IS COMFORT. Take 
another look at the record of 1957. $3,500,- 
000 is a lot of money no matter how you 
look at it, even if you divide it among 
850,000 church members. Every dollar 
could have been wisely used at home. Be- 
hind these gifts is hard work, sacrifice, 
love and prayer, that made this giving 
possible, in the lives of many—perhaps 
we should say, “in the lives of the few,” 
THE PRESBYTERIAN OUTLOOK. 
Publishers Inc., 


for World Missions has always been a 
minority movement—“The Master’s Mi- 
nority.” 

The 504 missionaries on the field today 
are as truly led by the Holy Spirit as if 
they numbered 1,000. We must never for- 
get that this giving of life and money 
is an evidence of the presence of the Holy 
Spirit in the church. This is the ground 
of our hope. Ours is a missionary-minded 
church and if our present methods of giv- 
ing do not yield better results, the church 
will adopt other methods. When the whole 
church feels and acts as the minority fee's 
and acts, “the windows of heaven will be 
opened.” 


MY DEAR FRIEND and co-worker, Mr. 
Hu Yu Ting, a preacher-elder, once spoke 
to a group of Chinese Christians as fol- 
lows: “Don’t talk to me about miracles, 
I have seen a miracle. Look at these mis- 
sionaries. Look at these hospitals, schools, 
churches and the money given year after 
year, year after year by Christians over 
seas who have never even seen our faces. 
This to me is a great miracle.” A few 
years later—about 1935—Mr. Hu was 
murdered by the Communists, as he was 
giving famine relief to the starving. 

FRANK A. Brown. 
Norfolk, Va. 

NOTE—Dr. Brown was a missionary to 

China for many years.—Eds. 


Charges Injustice 

To THE OUTLOOK: 

An Open Letter to Members of the Pres- 
byterian Church in the U. S.: 

Your church nurtured me from birth 
and taught me in the Presbyterian tradi- 
tions. Your schools of higher education 
trained me for the gospel ministry. Your 
elders ordained me to that high calling. 
Your churches used me in service for 
fifteen years—until one day I questioned 
whether certain procedures in one of your 
church courts were consistent with Pres- 
byterianism. (What the result of this 
questioning would be in a presbytery with 
which I had held divergent views on the 
church union issue was beside the point.) 
Consequently four men from one of your 
congregations sought my removal as Pas- 
tor. Five men from one of your presby- 
teries acted with “the full power of the 
presbytery” in executing such removal. 
The recorded reason for this action was 
once and for all stated merely as “incom- 
patibility.’ One of your church courts 
sustained this action without recording 
the facts relevant to the development. 
Another of your church courts brought 
civil rights into its proceedings and offi- 
cially acted in such a way that these 
would inevitably be obstructed. For three 
subsequent years no congregation within 
your bounds sought my services though I 
was carried on your rolls as a minister 
in good standing. From your constituency 
there were unsolicited and unkind reports 
to outside the bounds of your own mem- 
bership. 

In reflecting upon this experience in the 
church of my youth and truly my “first 
love,” and as I take up ministerial mem- 
bership in a great united church, some 
words of the Master come to mind. A 
prophet is not without honor, except in 
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his own country, and among his own kin, 
and is his own house.” And: “I was a 
stranger and you welcomed me... as 
you did it to one of the least of these my 
brethren, you did it to me.” 

Fraternally yours in the universal 
church. 

THOMAS B. Hoover. 

Fayette, Iowa 


NOTE—At the 1958 General Assembly 
in Charlotte a judicial commission con- 
sidered the complaints specified by the 
writer of the foregoing letter and failed 
to sustain any of them. He is now pro. 
fessor of religion and philosophy at Up- 
per lowa University and was recently 
received into the membership of the 
Presbytery of Dubuque.—Eds. 


S. E. P. Policy 


To THE OUTLOOK: 


Your recent issue of THE OuTLOOK (Sept. 
15, Oct. 6) carried a notice that the 
Saturday Evening Post plans to begin 
publishing liquor ads. You asked the ques 
tion, Would any Christians protest? We 
were distressed to learn of this plan of 
the Satevepost, a high-type magazine, and 
today I mailed letters to the editor and 
president of the Curtis Publishing Co. 
urging them to drop the liquor ads and 
run a series of articles on Liquor and 
Crime, Liquor and Broken Homes, Liquor 
and Highway Accidents, etc. 

I hope many of your readers will write 
The Post protesting their proposed ad- 
vertising. Christians have far more 
strength than we realize. Even in Japan 
with less than one-half of one per cent 
Christians we do not hesitate to speak 
out and are frequently heeded. May Prot- 
estants never be too timid to protest what 
is debasing to people anywhere. 

MARGARET HoprPer TAYLOR 
(Mrs. Arch B., Jr.) 
Zentsuji, Japan. 

NOTE—To keep the record straight, 
the appeal mentioned above was sounded 
by “Church and Children,” whose article 
we reprinted.—Eds. 


“A Must” 


To THE OUTLOOK: 

Not a week goes by but what I refer 
to my OvuTLOOK file for news confirmation, 
useful statistics, inspiration and worship 
or devotional aids. This paper is a must 
for all church officers. Keep up the good 
work. Renew my subscription for two 
(2) years.... 

NorFo_k, VA. 





944 an Idea! 


THREE-YEAR CANVASS 

A leading Methodist church has 
employed an experienced financial 
director (a minister) to lead the 
officials of that congregation in a 
consolidated budget solicitation for 
a three-year period. A successful 
effort will eliminate the necessity 
of an annual drive for funds for 
each year’s budget, with the substi- 
tution of one campaign every three 
years. New members will make 
their pledges to the budget as they 
are received during this time. 
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NEWS ROUND-UP 


Post OrFricE DEPARTMENT officials in 
Washington, D.C., have indicated that 
legal means are being sought to bar “‘hate 
sheets” from the mails. Now only ma- 
terial that is lewd, obscene, or tends to 
incite crime may be barred. . . . THE 
EVANGELICAL UNITED BRETHREN 
CuHurcH (800,000 members) has voted 
to explore the possibility of a merger 
with the Methodist Church (9,600,000). 
.. . ITALIAN NEWSPAPERS have given 
prominence to a statement by an Ameri- 
can Protestant organization which 
charges that the three U. S. cardinals 
would be deprived of their American 
citizenship if they voted in the election 
of a new Pope. Protestants and Other 
Americans United for Separation of 
Church and State (POAU), in a letter 
to the Sescretary of State, claimed that 
such action would violate the McCarren- 
Walter Act, which bars American citi- 
zens from participating in ‘‘a political 
election in a foreign state.” (The State 
Department replied that the election was 
achurch rather than a state affair.)... AN 
END TO THE Selective Service program in 
this country has been urged by the Inter- 
national Convention of Christian Church- 
es (Disciples of Christ). . . . Some 300 
ARKANSAS Methodist laymen from nine 
cities met in Little Rock recently declar- 
ing they would favor a split of southern 
members from the church if it does not 
change its policy favoring integration. 
... AN ANONYMOUS GIFT of $100.000 
honoring Presiding Bishop Henry Knox 
Sherrill (Episcopal) has been made to 
the Interchurch Center now under con- 
struction on Morningside Heights, New 
York. THE UNITED LUTHERAN 
CHurcH IN AMERICA has named a spe- 
cial committee to conduct an intensive, 
long-term study of the “entire field of 
anointing and healing.” The ULCA also 
approved a request for $8,000,000 to 
help finance a three-year $24,350,000 
church extension program. . . . WHEN 
Brty GRAHAM was described by Gov- 
enor Timmerman of South Carolina as 
a “well-known integrationist” and the 
proposed service scheduled for the state- 
house steps was protested, the meeting 
Was moved to nearby Ft. Jackson rather 
than conforming by holding a segregated 
meeting. . . . RoperT E. Lone has re- 
Signed as president of Park College 
(Mo.) and has moved to Vermont. He 
had been Park’s president since 1955. 











Bombing Attacks Seen 
In Pattern of Nazis 


PROVIDENCE, R.I. (RNs)—Paul J. 
Tillich, professor of theology at Harvard 
University, said here that the bombing 
of synagogues during the current deseg- 
regation unrest in the South “follows very 
much the pattern experienced in Ger- 
many during Hitler’s rise to power.”’ 

Dr. Tillich, who fled to the United 
States from Nazi Germany in 1933, was 
interviewed at a press conference after 
appearing on a local TV program called 
“The World Around Us.” 

“Violence,” Dr. Tillich said, “is an 
indication of a rebellion against the in- 
telligentsia and the ‘egg head’ and of a 
search for a scapegoat.” 

“The South has much older problems 
than did Nazi Germany,” he pointed out. 
“They stem from those of slavery and the 
South’s resentments against the victorious 
North. But one of the Nazis’ greatest 
helps was the dislike of eggheads and 
the intelligentsia and their ideas.” 

Dr. Tillich commended a resolution 
adopted by the recent triennial General 
Convention of the Protestant Eniscopal 
Church in Miami, Fla., condemning 
“civil disobedience” to the Supreme 
Court’s school segregation ruling. 

The view of some Southern bishops 
who opposed the resolution, he said, is 
similar to oft-repeated expressions that 
desegregation has come a little too quick- 
ly and so “reduced its chances by 10 
years.” 

“But,” he stressed, “we must go ahead 
with desegregation even if it does seem 
too soon.” 


U. P. USA Youth Project 


Sets Goal at $150,000 

Young people of the United Presby- 
terian Church, USA, are seeking $150,- 
000 as their churchwide financial objec- 
tive for the coming year. This money 
will be used for service loans for voung 
men and women preparing to enter church 
vocations and for equipment for sem- 
inary libraries. The money will be con- 
tributed through youth organizations, to 
local budgets and from presbytery rallies, 
conferences, and similar events. 

In 1957-58 (before the merger) United 
Presbyterian young people contributed 
$53,000 for education and evangelism 
projects in the Sudan. 

The slogan for the youth project for 
the year is “Up’N Atom—United Pres- 
byterians: Attention on Our Ministry.” 


Chicago Presbytery Sends 
Greetings to Arkansas 


The Presbytery of Chicago has sent 
a message to the members of Washburn 
Presbytery in Arkansas expressing its 
support and commendation of the action 
of Arkansas ministers in their recent 
conflict with the Governor (OUTLOOK, 
Sept. 29, Oct. 6). In its resolution the 
presbytery said: 

“The Presbytery of Chicago in session 
on Oct. 14, in the First church of Oak 
Park, IIll., sends to you, our brethren in 
Christ, our heartfelt greetings. We are 
glad for your brave, wise words and ac- 
tions. You have encouraged us as we face 
common problems and opportunities. May 
our blessed Lord lead us on. 


McCord Comments on 
Princeton Opportunity 


Princeton Seminary’s president-elect, 
following the announcement of his elec- 
tion (OvuTLOoK, Oct. 20), had some 
things to say about the opportunity he 
is facing. 

Interviewed at Austin Seminary where 
he is the dean, James I. McCord said, 
“Tt is very difficult to think of leaving 
this area where I was born and reared, 
but without being pious I can say I 
think it is my duty to go. I am tremen- 
dously interested in the place of the 
confessional seminary in this world.” 

Dr. McCord said theological education 
now offers a new challenge because it is 
in a “state of healthy ferment,” and “‘we 
now have our best opportunity to re- 
think all of our concepts of theological 
education since the Reformation.” 

These factors were listed by him as 
involved in the challenge: 

1. We are now re-evaluating education 
at all levels. 

2. All the disciplines of recent years, 
such as psychology and sociology, should 
be brought to bear on theological prob- 
Jems. 

3. The status of the ecumenical move- 
ment. 

4. The revival of interest in Biblical 
theology in our time. 

The last factor, he explained, is “an 
attempt to get behind the traditions to 
the beginning—which is Christ himself. 
Let the Bible speak with the freedom it 
has not always had.” 

The seminary’s president, David L. 
Stitt, expressed mingled feelings about 
the new work of Dr. McCord, but he 
wished him well. He said: 








“Dr. McCord has made a lasting contri- 
bution to theological education*in Austin 
Seminary and in the Southwest. He has 
played a large part in the growth of the 
seminary over the past decade and in 
bringing together its strong faculty. 

“While we will feel a loss when Dr. 
McCord leaves our staff, we are glad that 
we can furnish our sister institution so 
able a person. He goes with our full sup- 
port and best wishes. We take pardonable 
pride in the president-elect of Princeton 
Seminary.” 


School Board Defines 
Christmas Emphasis Policy 

VALLEY STREAM, N.Y. (RNS)—A pol- 
icy statement governing Christmas ob- 
servance in Valley Stream public schools 
was adopted by the board of education 
here in an attempt to prevent recurrence 
of a controversy which flared last year 
when a play depicting the birth of Christ 
banned bec its “religious 
nature.” 

Declaring that the Christmas holiday 
‘may not be used to introduce into the 
public schools the tea: hing of religious 
tenets,” the statement names certain 
songs, plays and Christmas stories that 
may be used in Its objective, 
the board said, is to “facilitate celebra- 
tion in a manner that gives satisfaction 


was ause of 


( lasse Se 


to those who wish to observe it without 
intruding on the religious freedom of 
others.” The policy statement stressed 


that the “inherently religious significance 
; but it is 
not the function of a public school to 
teach religion.”’ (Editorial, p. 5.) 

Last Christmas the board called off a 
scheduled play, “The Birth of Christ,” 
on the ground that it was ‘clearly reli- 
gious in nature and not permissible in a 
public school.”’ This action set off claims 
of “discrimination against Christians” 
by a number of Valley Stream residents. 


Kagawa’s 70th Birthday 
Celebrated in Japan 


A combined celebration held to 
honor Toyohiko Kagawa on his seventieth 
birthday and on the occasion of the pub- 
lication of his book, The Purpose of the 
Universe. This work, expressing Dr. Kag- 
awa’s thoughts on the order of the uni- 
verse, the world, and God’s order in the 
universe, is the result of thoughts over 
the past fifty years, with the writing done 
over a period of 17 vears. Students of 
Kagawa’s books are looking forward to 
a study of this philosophical work. 

With the publication of the book and 
Kagawa’s birthday coming so close to- 
gether, a special celebration was planned 
with 300 leaders from Christian, politi- 
cal, business and cultural circles meeting 
together at the Fujimicho Church to offer 
congratulations. 

In his response to congratulatory 
speeches, Dr. Kagawa said that during 
the Sino-Japanese war when he was 
placed in solitary confinement by the 


4 


of the occasion is recognized 


Was 


military police because of his peace ac- 
tivities, he read the Bible and a book 
titled, “The Evolution of the Frames of 
Mammals.” There is a limit to human 
power, he said, and the only alternative 
we have when faced with our limitation 


ANY QUE 


Questions are answered here by persons 
serving on a radio-telephone panel. Most 
questicns are submitted by telephone; some 
by mail (to The Outlook). Answers are re- 
corded and then submitted for amendment 
or revision. Participants here are: Vance 
Barron, Chapel Hill, N. C., pastor, and John 
H. Marion, Presbyterian, U. P. USA, human 
relations staff member of the Boards of 
Christian Education and National Missions. 


MORE THAN RESOLUTIONS? 
What is the Presbyterian Church 
doing about segregation besides pass- 


ing 


resolutions ? 

Marion: Much more than our news- 
papers report. But first let me put in a 
good word for the passing of resolutions. 
They have their limits, of course, and 
no church body ought to feel that adopt- 
ing a resolution is all that its members 
can or should do about segregation. Mere 
verbal applause for Christian principles 
can never take the place of the kind of 
action that turns principles into practice. 
But the fact is that many church resolu- 
tions, far from being ‘‘mere words,” are 
often quite effective deeds in themselves. 
They lift a Christian standard and there- 
by witness to the truth in a way that 
has enormous educational and inspira- 
tional value. Many fine deeds in the field 
of race today, it’s safe to say, stem from 
particular resolutions and sermons of 
yesterday. 

Even so, nobody could fairly say that 
our major American churches—Presby- 
terian included—are stopping these days 
with the passing of resolutions about seg- 
regation. They are also taking many 
other kinds of action against it. They 
are moving steadily toward the abolition 
of it in their church courts and official 
conventions. They are holding non-seg- 
regated conferences, workshops, and 
leadership schools. They are stressing as 
never before, in their magazines and 
church papers and Sunday school liter- 
ature, the inconsistency of segregation 
with Christian principles. And more and 
more congregations are opening their 
pews and membership to all believers 
without respect to race or color. 

If you say, “But the churches ought 
to be doing much more than they are 
doing,’ I agree. We could do better if 
we had less misinformation on this issue, 
less timidity and needless fear, and less 
of the evasive and craven leadership that 
we've had in some quarters. Such ob- 
stacles do exist, and for many people they 
are disturbing and disappointing. But 


is to depend on that Absolute Power 
which rules the universe. 

In connection with the birthday cele- 
bration, a film is being made of Kagawa’s 
life and work with completion antici- 
pated by the end of next summer. 


STIONS? 


at the same time I think there is 
far more genuine Christian living and 
Christian action in this difficult field 
than ever before in our American history. 
The newspapers, we need to remember, 
don't tell the whole story. Some papers, 
in fact, take pains to hide or play down 
the most vital and significant side of the 
story. Yet the story of progress goes on 
being written, and nothing that our news- 
papers say or do will stop it. Quietly 
but firmly, as they are doing now, grow- 
ing numbers of Christians in all walks 
of life will go on breaking with segrega- 
tion. As time goes on, I believe, they 
will take longer and bolder steps toward 
bringing their deeds into line with the 
insights of their better statesmen and the 
resolutions of their churches. 


also 


BE PERFECT 
Please explain, “Be ye_ therefore 
perfect as your father in heaven is 
perfe "1 a 
BARRON: These words occur in the 
Sermon on the Mount. I suppose that 
most people understand this to be a de- 
mand for moral perfection. If so under- 
stood, this is certainly a most discourag- 
ing word, for none of us have or could 
ever perfectly fulfill the law of God. I 
think that if we look at it in the context 
in which it occurs we will get a new slant 
on it. Jesus is discussing what our 
attitudes should be toward other people 
(towards the end of the 5th chapter of 
Matthew) and he is comparing our atti- 
tude with that of God. For instance, he 
said, “You have heard it is said, You 
shall love your neighbor and hate your 
enemy, but I say to you, Love your ene- 
mies and pray for those who persecute 
you, so that you may be sons of vour 
Father who is in heaven, for he makes 
his sun rise on the evil and on the good, 
and sends rain on the just and on the 
unjust,” and it is in that context that 
he concludes by saying ‘You, therefore, 
must be perfect as your Heavenly Father 
is perfect.” So it seems to me that this 
is saving to us, as disciples of Jesus, 
that our lives must be characterized by 
that which characterizes our heavenly 
Father—namely, an outgoing love and 
concern for all men. It is a demand for 
integrity, for sincerity, for wholeness 
of purpose and motive. I believe it is 
this rather than a demand for a perfect 
and complete fulfillment of all of the 
law of God. 
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STUDY PROGRAM FOR 1959 BRAZIL 
MEETING IS GETTING UNDERWAY 


The Christian Church is not an end 
in itself: it is the Servant of God. 

With this concept guiding their plan- 
ning, the Reformed and Presbyterian 
Churches of the world are looking toward 
the 18th General Council of the World 
Alliance of Reformed Churches Holding 
the Presbyterian Order, which will meet 
next summer in Brazil. Some 25 study 
groups in theological seminaries, as well 
as groups in many communities, will 
undertake long-term preparation for the 
Council in examining the official theme, 
“The Servant Lord and His Servant 
People.” The theme and its sub-topics 
stress the serving character of all church 
activities. 

The conference will take as its starting 
point the Biblical idea of Christ as God’s 
“suffering servant,’ and Christ’s people 
are sharing his serving ministry in the 
world, according to Alliance Theological 
Secretary Lewis S. Mudge. 


Prestige Concern 

“There is no greater peril in modern 
Christianity,” Mr. Mudge said, “than 
that the church should be too concerned 
about its prestige, organization, and se- 
curity, and not enough about the work 
that God intends it to do. In our theme, 
service means just the opposite of en- 
slavement to authority or to the status 
quo. It means being the instrument of 
the living God who constantly does new 
and exciting things among men. God’s 
vital interest in world problems such as 
race and economic injustice demands that 
a church which truly serves his purposes 
must challenge such evils. It also means 
accepting the consequences of being per- 
sonally involved in the stress and con- 
flict of a world in which such problems 
exist.” 

“Modern people have forgotten what 
service truly means,” the Alliance Theo- 
logical Secretary continued. ‘Everyone 
wants to be a master—a law unto him- 
self. We have been betrayed so often 
by ideologies that claimed our complete 
dedication to their version of truth and 
vet failed that we cannot give ourselves 
completely to any person or any cause. 
This is why belief in God is hard for 
us: because God demands precisely this 
kind of complete allegiance and service. 
Unless we are willing to serve God, we 
cannot truly know him.” 


Topics to Study 

Four topics will be given special con- 
sideration by the study groups, using the 
material prepared in the Geneva head- 
quarters of the World Presbyterian Al- 
liance under the direction of Mr. Mudge. 
The topics are: “The Service of The- 
ology,” “The Service of the Church,” 
“The Service of the Christian,” and “The 
Service of the State.” 
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Under “The Service of Theology,” 
groups investigating the main theme must 
face the problem of discovering how 
Christian thinking serves God’s truth by 
leading his people into that truth and 
strengthening their fidelity to it. The 
Brazil meeting will face the current un- 
popularity of “theological” discussions 
with an attempt to highlight the real pur- 
pose of theology, seeking ways in which 
theologians can make their work more 
relevant to and useful in the world in 
which Christians actually live. 

“The Service of the Church”—what 
is a Christian congregation, and what 
is it for? In meeting the challenge of 
the second topic the study groups must 
answer questions about the real purpose 
and mission of the group gathered to- 
gether for worship on Sunday, about 
arousing the worshipping group to that 
mission and organizing them to fulfill 
it. The Council will face the fact that 
the congregation is often nothing but a 
comfortable lecture audience, and not 
a center for God’s reconciling work 
among men that carries on Christ’s min- 
istry of service. The discovery of ways 
to help congregations seize a new con- 
sciousness of their real nature and pur- 
pose will be a primary goal of the meet- 
ing. 

How can a man find a personal goal 
which gives real significance to life? 
“The Service of the Christian” will 
bring this problem—the seemingly point- 
less existence of so much of modern liv- 
ing—before the churches of the Alliance. 
The discussions will cover ways in which 
men can find a new understanding of 
the possible ways of serving God, despite 
the indifference of modern agencies of 
power to personal values, and the great 


potential of the individual as an instru- 
ment of God’s power. 


Church and State 

The final topic will be devoted to the 
functions and limits of the power of gov- 
ernment, under “The Service of the 
State.” God rules over the political as 
well as the religious sphere, the study 
group material points out. Yet today 
governments are not serving their people 
but using them for the aggrandizement 
of the state. What, concretely, should the 
recognition of God’s rule mean in the 
realm of politics? The Brazil Confer- 
ence will not be seeking only a formal 
statement in this area, but will rather 
look for ways of putting Christian in- 
sights into the nature of government into 
practical action. 

In announcing the program of the 18th 
General Council, which will convene on 
the campus of the Campinas Seminary 
of the Presbyterian Church of Brazil, the 
executive committee of the World Pres- 
byterian Alliance urged the widest pos- 
sible distribution of the study materials, 
and their use by the congregations of all 
member churches. The study guide, en- 
titled “The Servant Lord and His Serv- 
ant People,” is available from denomina- 
tional sources and the Geneva offices of 
the Alliance at nominal cost. 


Cleveland Study Conference 
Is Scheduled for November 


The fifth World Order Study Confer- 
ence on the churches and international 
affairs is scheduled for Cleveland, Ohio, 
Nov. 18-21. 

Sponsored by the National Council of 
Churches, the conference will be com- 
posed of designated representatives of 
the churches holding membership in the 
NCC, plus representatives of state and 
local Councils of Churches and related 
religious bodies. 

The conference theme is “Christian 
Responsibility on a Changing Planet.” 








ORIGEN SAID IT 


It is a mistaken view of what the Bible is that has led people to 
suppose that the ancient traditions of the Hebrew people collected 
in the early chapters of Genesis are historical truth. Although this 
was the accepted belief of the Christian church for many centuries, 
and even still survives in some quarters, yet as early as the third cen- 
tury, A. D., a great Christian scholar could write: ‘‘What man of any 
intelligence can suppose that there was a first, a second and a third 
day, evening and morning, at a time when there was no sun or moon 
or stars? Nay, that a ‘first day’ could have been, when as yet there 
was no ‘heaven’? Who can be so foolish as to suppose that God 
‘planted a garden eastward in Eden’ as if he were a human worker 
on the land; that God made to grow in the garden a visible and 
material ‘tree of life,’ of such a sort that men might acquire life by 
eating its fruit with their literal bodily teeth? Or again, that they 
could come to understand ‘good and evil’ by literally chewing the 
fruit of this other tree?’’ (OrIGEN, De Principiis, iv. 3.) 


—S. H. HOOKE in Steps to Christian Understanding, R. J. W. Bevan, 
editor, just published by Oxford University Press, New York. 














What One Youth Can Do 


By HOOVER RUPERT 


ERSONALLY I felt her picture 

should have been on the cover of the 
magazine instead of on page 14. What 
she did will go down as one of the high 
moments in the crisis in school integra- 
tion in Arkansas. Never has my pride 
as a Methodist been greater because of 
any Methodist youth than now as I con- 
sider what she has done for the cause 
of Christian witness. 

If you have been reading the papers 
and the news magazines you must know 
that I refer to a young Methodist teen- 
ager in Van Buren, Arkansas, whose 
name is Angie Evans. She goes to Van 
Buren High School which came into the 
news recently when the leading young 
toughies of the town led a 45-man 
“strike” against integrated schools and 
scared away 13 Negro youngsters from 
trying to return to the school as the term 





Arkansas Methodist Laymen 
Threaten Church Split 


LITTLE Rock, ARK. (RNS)—Some 300 
Arkansas Methodist laymen indicated 
here that they would favor a split of 
Southern members from the church if 
it dees not change its policy favoring 
integration. 

The laymen from nine cities met here 
to form a Council of Methodist Laymen 
for Little Rock and for Arkansas. 

A statement adopted by the new coun- 
cil said, “We believe that consideration 
should be given to reconstituting The 
Methodist Church South if the present 
governing body insists upon policies and 
actions which the council opposes.” 

The Methodist Church South was es- 
tablished during the Civil War but was 
reunited with the national body in the 
1930’s. Since the 1954 Supreme Court 
anti-segregation ruling, The Methodist 
Church has taken a stand for integra- 
tion. 

The statement was read by the group’s 
chairman, William H. Sadler of Little 
Rock. It noted that “we do not approve 
the use of church organizations or facili- 
ties to promote socialistic, communistic, 
atheistic theories or un-American activi- 
ties as is now being done.” 

In addition, it put the council on 
record as proposing secret meetings with- 
in the church and said it should not 
“encourage, endorse, aid, abet or use its 
pulpits to promote race mixing or any 
phase of the un-Christian and un-Amer- 
ican doctrine of One-Worldism.”’ 

Former Gov. Homer M. Adkins of 
Arkansas, one of the speakers at the 
meeting, said that “if the churches and 
their boards stiffen their backbones and 
say no, they can control the integration 
situation.” 


began. The Negro youth were in attend- 
ance at the school last year in a plan of 
integration that worked satisfactorily 
until the recent flare-up. 

The Van Buren school board an- 
nounced a public hearing for the anti- 
integration White Citizens’ Council. To 
the astonishment of everyone (the news 
report read) fifteen-year-old Jessie An- 
geline Evans, a grocer’s daughter, straight 
A student, and one of the first juniors 
to be elected president of the high school 
council, stood up to speak. She reported 
that in the three hours before the meeting 
she and her friends polled 160 of the 
school’s 635 students with the blunt 
question: “Should Negro students at- 
tend Van Buren High?” Results of the 
poll: 85 in favor, 45 opposed, 30 unde- 
cided. Then Angie said, “Speaking for 
the majority of the school, we think it 
is only fair that the Negroes be permitted 
to attend this high school—Have you 
thought what you make those Negro chil- 
dren feel like, running them out of 
school ?” 

Then she stood and answered a bar- 
rage of questions from angry adults— 
but the meeting broke up without any 
action being taken. The issue is un- 
resolved at this writing. 

But, what every youthful reader of 
this column should especially note is 
their fellow-MYF’er’s reply to the re- 
peated question, “Why did you do it?” 
Said she, “Someone had to speak up. I 
just don’t think segregation is a Chris- 
tian thing.” 

Further comments would tend to “‘gild 
the lily” of that tremendous testimony 
and courageous witness of a young 
twentieth-century Christian. No moral- 
izing is needed nor in order to suggest 
the importance of the individual Chris- 
tian witness at crucial moments in the 
life of one’s community and nation. 

This writer only breathes a prayer of 
gratitude for a home, a church, pastors, 
and church school teachers, who in Van 
Buren, Arkansas, have so clothed the 
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IMAGINATION 

Pleading with his denomination 
for a “more imaginative approach” 
in fulfilling its Christian world 
mission, a Lutheran leader recently 
suggested that the Lutheran World 
Federation establish and support 
a powerful radio station in Africa. 
Many Africans, he said, who can- 
not read have access to radios. 
Lutherans working together can do 
what one group cannot do alone, he 
said. 











Christian gospel with meaning for mod- 
ern living, that a Methodist teenager 
could have the mature Christian convic- 
tion and the dynamic Christian courage 
to stand up and be counted when the 
time and place cried out for Christian 
witness. 

There’s a scripture verse that speaks 
to us here, “Go thou and do likewise”— 
in thy situation where Christian witness 
is called for!—Reprinted, by permission, 
Michigan Christian Advocate. 


Congregational Pressures 
Are Described by Pastor 

Front Roya, VA. (RNS)—A spokes- 
man for the embattled Protestant clergy- 
men of this city, who are conscience- 
stricken because their churches are to be 
used as ‘‘private schools” to evade a Fed- 
eral court order, warned that a “totali- 
tarian” psychology prevails in Virginia. 

Paul L. Stagg, pastor of the First 
Baptist Church, said that to him and to 
most of the ministers in the area, it 
seems a “sinister matter” for sponsors 
of private schools to “make the church 
a haven for segregation’s last stand.” 

Mr. Stagg has been pastor of the 800- 
member First Baptist Church for 11 
years following service as an Air Force 
chaplain. He served as spokesman for the 
city’s 13 Protestant ministers when they 
criticized Gov. J. Lindsay Almond, Jr., 
for closing Warren County’s only high 
school rather than permit 22 Negro stu- 
dents to attend it. 

Many persons, who voted on the issue, 
Mr. Stagg said, “did not see the deeper 
implications—how the gospel would be 
compromised, how the church would be 
allowing itself to be made into a tool 
and be in the embarrassing position of 
aiding a plan that might be in contempt 
of court, and how the church would cut 
its missionary witness to the world by its 
failure to take a Christian stand.” 

“This fact,” he continued, “together 
with the difficulty of getting people to 
stand up for their convictions in an in- 
timidating situation, made inevitable the 
capitulation of our churches to the pres- 
sure to use them for ‘private’ education.” 

“In my own church of 800 resident 
members, only 153 persons voted,” said 
the minister, “110 for and 43 against 
the motion. As many as 50 others who 
were present did not vote. Some walked 
out of the meeting when they saw the 
vote would not be taken by secret ballot. 
They could not bear to stand against the 
motion and face the threat to their se- 
curity. Others who were opposed to the 
motion lost courage and voted for it when 
they saw the majority standing.” 

“If you have ever been in a totali- 
tarian situation,” the Front Royal min- 
ister said, “you will know the psychology 
which has prevailed here. It is fear— 
fear of job, status, prestige, loss of busi- 


ness. 
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Prayer for a Son 


O Father, this | ask: 
In every test 
Help him to give each task 
His very best. 
| ask not that a host 
Of gifts be his, 
But that he make the most 
Of all he is; 
And that he never know 
The sad futility 
Of living far below 
His own ability. 
—Jane Merchant. 


—From the United Church Observ- 
er, by permission. 








A German on Race: More 
Than Resolutions Needed 


ERLANGEN, GERMANY (RNS) — In- 
creased efforts by churches to ‘‘tackle” 
racial problems through effective action 
instead of “empty resolutions” were 
stressed here by Friedrich Huebner of 
Hannover, head of the foreign office of 
the Evangelical Lutheran Church in Ger- 
many (VELKD). 

Calling for vigorous deeds and good 
example, Dr. Huebner declared, ‘“The 
church must get away from, and so be- 
vond, high-sounding resolutions and 
declamations on the racial question.” 

He addressed delegates from Lutheran 
Churches in Europe and overseas coun- 
tries attending the annual assembly of 
the Martin Luther League. The League 
is a relief agency founded in 1853 to aid 





The Sodom Area and 
The Dead Sea 


One of the hottest and most forbidding 
areas of the world is to be found at the 
southern end of the Dead Sea, the site of 
ancient Sodom and Gomorrah. The 
mountains of salt and the nearby cave 
of David, where he and his men once 
stopped in their flight from King Saul, 
conjur up vivid scenes of the Biblical 
past. 

Today, a modern asphalt road, travers- 
ing a bad-lands area reminiscent of 
South Dakota, connects Sodom with 
Beersheba. Trucks carry out potash which 
has been extracted by a modern plant, 
a part of which is visible in the picture 
(right). While the sea has always been 
referred to as ‘“‘dead” the vital materials 
being extracted are producing potash 
fertilizers which are making it possible 
for Israel to reclaim thousands of acres 
of wasted land. Paradoxically, the Dead 
Sea is thus today giving life to barren 
lands. A plan to re-establish a potash 
plant at the northern end of the Dead 
Sea, in the State of Jordan, is also in 
operation. 
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Lutheran congregations in Germany and 
abroad where the denomination is a 
minority. 

Dr. Huebner also emphasized the need 
to campaign for the elimination of “cer- 
tain discriminative trends” against for- 
eign students at West German universi- 
ties. In particular, it was noted, land- 
lords were “generally unwilling” to rent 
rooms to colored students. 


N.C. Methodists Work 
For Two New Colleges 

RALEIGH, N.C. (RNs) — Methodist 
Bishop Paul N. Garber of Richmond, 
Va., said here that church-related col- 
leges and universities are “indispensable 
bulwarks” against the challenge of ‘“‘ma- 
terialism and aggressive atheism” per- 
vading society. 

Adressing a Christian higher education 
meeting attended by 4,000 lay and min- 
isterial delegates from churches in the 
North Carolina Methodist Conference, 


Bishop Garber urged immediate action 
and support of a $5,000,000 fund drive to 
build two new colleges at Fayetteville 
and Rocky Mount and to expand facili- 
ties at existing denominational institu- 
tions in the state. 


Comments on Pope Bring 
Eight-Months Jail Term 


Turin, ITaty (RNS)—A 48-year-old 
Swiss-born street vendor was jailed for 
eight months by a court here for publicly 
insulting the late Pope Pius XII two 
years ago. 

Rolando Schiaroli, who was born at 
Schaffhausen in Switzerland and lived in 
Milan was overheard by a policeman here 
making offensive remarks about the Pope 
and the Catholic clergy. The incident 
occurred at a market place on Nov. 24, 
1956. 

The prosecutor had asked for a 14- 
month sentence. Publicly insulting the 
Pope is a penal offense in Italy. 





is the center of Israel’s potash production. 
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EDITORIAL 


Real Reasons for Union 

The real reasons for a visible expres- 
sion of the unity of the churches are 
usually overlooked or distorted by those 
who, knowingly or not, are helping to 
maintain divisions among Christian 
brethren. 

A recent statement by the president of 
the American Lutheran Church made the 
reasons very clear. 

In San Antonio, Texas, Henry F. 
Schuh, of Columbus, Ohio, urged the 
convention of his church to move toward 
union with two other Lutheran bodies 
as “a giant step toward the ultimate goal 
of one Lutheran church in America.” 
Then Dr. Schuh went on to say: 














“We are not joining this union as a 
means of gaining in size, or of sharing 
in the cost of operation. We have one 
purpose and that is to show forth the 
unity we have in Christ Jesus, our Lord.” 

The proposed merger, he said, is mo- 
tivated by the desire to “declare unity 
in Christ as it exists among Lutheran 
brethren. That implies that this motiva- 
tion will go further and eventually in- 
clude other Lutheran bodies that are 
thinking of merger and that the time will 
come when there will be one organic body 
in America.” 

Then the Lutheran leader said, “There 
is tremendous pressure these days for 
larger groups of Christians to unite in 
an organic way because of the common 
desire of man for security.” 

Collectivism, specialism, Communism, 
business cartels and monopolies, unions, 
lobbies, and pressure groups “have all 
taught man the strength of size and have 
led him to believe that large numbers can 
grant security.”” Then he made it crystal 
clear: 

“The church, however, does not share 
this motivation. Her one motivation is 
to show forth the unity we have in Christ 
Jesus.” 

If such a union of Christians bears 
witness to their unity, then we cannot 
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escape the fact that when we are sep- 
arated and apart we are bearing an 
unmistakable witness to our basic dis- 
unity in Christ. 


What Is Christmas? 


The recent action of the Board of Edu- 
cation in Valley Stream, N. Y., in re- 
stricting the approved observance of 
Christmas in that community raises some 
interesting questions (see page 4). 

The officials have outlined a procedure 
for the annual celebration that will not 
infringe the religious freedom of others. 
Last year’s scheduled play on ‘The Birth 
of Christ” was called off because it was 
too clearly involved in religicus teach- 
ings. 

How serious such a situation may be 
is not usually recognized in a country 
that is predominantly Christian until we 
think of areas where Christians form a 
minority group. In such cases the situ- 
ation would be entirely reversed. 

However, it will not do to celebrate 
Christmas with the focus and basis of 
Christmas left out. We have tco much 
of a pagan festival already without teach- 
ing children in the public schools that 
this is all there is to it—‘‘Jingle Bells,” 
Santa Claus and the reindeer, and va- 
rious customs practiced in other lands. 
To teach that as Christmas is to teach 
untruth. The schools should not be in- 
volved in this kind of program. 


Children’s Reading 


Too much can hardly be said for a 
new paperbound book that every family 
should have. It is A Parent’s Guide to 
Children’s Reading, by Nancy Larrick, 
former president of the International 
Reading Association. 

Sponsored by the National Book Com- 
mittee, the help is designed for parents 
and teachers of boys and girls under 13. 
It is a non-profit venture. 

One of the Pocket Book series, the vol- 
ume sells for only 35¢; it is also pro- 
vided clothbound by Doubleday & Co., 
for $2.95. 

Not only does it offer suggestions about 
books for different ages but there are 
discussions of comics, television, refer- 
ence volumes, poetry, building a home 
library, magazines, and an especially 
important section on “How Reading Is 
Taught Today.” 


GUEST EDITORS 
THE NEXT TOWNS 


The mission of the church can never 
lose sight of the next towns. Jesus al- 
ways kept in perspective the towns be- 
yond.* So must we! “Everybody is 
searching for you,” they insisted. This 
could have been sufficient reason to jus- 
tify all his efforts in one spot until his 
potential was exhausted. But no! Jesus 





kept the principle of balance in his out- 
look. The needs of the next town, the 
next region, must always be a part of the 
great mission of the church. Within such 
a balanced picture of need, we must 
project our program. The Capital Funds’ 
proposal is an attempt to see and plan 
our mission beyond the needs of our 
local parish. 

*“Tet us go on to the next town” 
(Mark 1:38). 

“I must preach the good news .. . te 
the other cities also” (Luke 4:43). 

—From the Cincinnati Presbyterian. 





PRESBYTERIAN CALENDAR 


And Related Events 





NOTE—U. S. refers to the Presbyterian 
Church, U. S. (Southern); USA, to the United 
Presbyterian Church, USA; NCC, to the Na- 
tional Council of Churches; WCC, to the 
World Council of Churches. 


NOVEMBER 


Bible Book-of-the-Month (USA), Joshua. 

Hymn-of-the-Month (U.S.), We Praise 
Thee, O God, Our Redeemer, Creator, 
Hymnbook 17. 

Nov. 1-30, Religion 
Month (RIAL). 
Nov. 4, Election Day. 
Nov. 5-6, General Council (U.S.), Atlanta. 
Nov. 6, Denominational Men’s Work Sec- 

retaries, New York (NCC). 

Nov. 7, World Community Day (NCC). 

Nov. 9, Stewardship Day (NCC); Every 
Member Canvass Day (U.S.-USA). 

Nov. 9-15, World YM-YWCA Week of 
Prayer. (World Fellowship Week. ) 

Nov. 9-15, American Education Week. 

Nov. 17-19, Annual Assembly, Division of 
Christian Life & Work (NCC). 

Nov. 18-21, 5th World Order Study Cont., 
Cleveland, O. (NCC). 

Nov. 23, Thanksgiving Sunday; National 
Missions Day (USA); Homes Sunday 
(U.S.). 

Nov. 23-30, Share Our Surplus Appeal 
(Church World Service). 

Nov. 27, Thanksgiving Day. 

Nov. 27-Dec. 25, Worldwide Bible Reading 
Season. 

Nov. 30-Dec. 6, International Conf. on So- 
cial Work (WCC), Tokyo. 

Nov. 30, First Sunday in Advent; Evan- 
gelism Sunday (U. S.). 


in American Life 


DECEMBER 


Bible Book-of-the-Month 
tion. 

Hymn-of-the-Month (U. S.), 
Noel, Hymnbook 156. 

Dec. 3-4, General Board, NCC, Chicago. 

Dec. 5-8, Conf., Committee on World Lit- 
eracy and Christian Literature. 

Dec. 7-10, Assembly, NCC Division of For- 
eign Missions, Pittsburgh. 

Dec. 8, Universal Bible Sunday. 

Dec. 9, Annual meeting, Friends of the 
WCC, N.Y. 

Dec. 10, Human Rights Day (U. N.). 

Dec. 14, Universal Bible Sunday. 

Dec. 21, Christmas Sunday. White Gift 
Service (USA); Joy Gift for Ministerial 
Relief (U. S.). Beginning of Christmas- 
tide. 

Dec. 28, Student Homecoming Sunday 
(USA); Christian Student Sunday (U. 
S.). 

Dec. 31, Watch Night Services. 
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A DREAM OF TWO CLASSES 


By KENNETH J. FOREMAN 


A wise man listens to advice.—Prov- 
erbs 12:15. 


VERYONE HAS HEARD of the 

professor who dreamed that he was 
lecturing to his class, and when he woke 
up—that was just what he was doing. 
But nobody has ever filled-in the first 
part of the story. What did the professor 
dream about? To fill in that lacuna, the 
following academic extravaganza is of- 
fered. In the current lingo, this dream 
did not exist, but it’s existential. 

This professor, who by a coincidence 
was appointed to teach theology, was 
asleep long enough to have two dreams. 
It is well known that dreams may be 
almost instantaneous, and these came and 
went between LXVII.C.i.(mu) and 
LXVII.C.i.(nu) of an interminable out- 
line. In his first dream it appeared that 
all he has been able to do in his course 
entitled “Surveying the Universe and 
Explaining Everything, Etc.” was to stir 
up his pupils to a frenzy of disagreement 
with him and with one another. His 
former students became known in the 
church as the Fractionated Free-Wheel- 
ers. Their one bond of unity was that 
they hated the memory of that course. 
“All it did for me was to make six ques- 
tions grow where one had grown before,” 
they all said. “The Prof. never settled 
anvthing, he unsettled everything. He 
did not so much explode my previous 
notions as vaporize them. I have nothing 
to go on now but a mess of questions. I 
don't believe the professor was right, but 
I don’t think any of my classmates are 
either.” 

So wherever the alumni went who had 
taken his courses, there was a terrific 
uproar. Everything had to be re-thought 
and re-stated and re-examined. Nobedy 
could take anything for granted any more. 
All the religious publishing houses with- 
drew their theological publications for 
further reconsideration and _ revision. 
There were no longer any guaranteed an- 
swers, only long arrays of questions, 
pursued by the Free-Wheelers in a hun- 
dred different directions. The fever of 
investigation, re-investigation and re-re- 
investigation spread from land to land. 
Karl Barth began the publication of his 
Retractions, in sixteen volumes in addi- 
tion to Prolegomena and nine Appen- 
dices. Emil Brunner and the literary 
assigns of Louis Berkhof decided, with 
much agony, to place the word “prob- 
ably” once in each volume of their re- 
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vised editions. A group of Nordic theo- 
logians, maintaining that nobody yet had 
really understood the Danish language, 
issued a radically different translation 
of Kierkegaard’s works. There was no 
longer any schools of thought, only an 
enormous concourse of Fractionated Free- 
Wheelers. Not less than five Only True 
Churches inserted the word “Almcst” 
into their corporate titles. The N.A.E. 
applied for membership in the N.C.C., 
only to find that the N.C.C. had decided 
to disband. Several of the professor’s 
alumni went over to the Roman Catholic 
Church, and there created such a hulla- 
baloo that three successive Popes sent 
in their resignations. Westminster Sem- 
inary amalgamated with Harvard Uni- 
versity Divinity School, cross-pollenizing 
each other under the banner of Van Til- 
lichianism. 


1‘ A KIND OF SHOCK, the pro- 
fessor (as was his custom) pinched 
himself in order to wake up; but he only 
propelled himself into a different dream. 
In this, matters were quite opposite to 
the first dream. His course in ‘“Survey- 
ing the Universe and Explaining Every- 
thing, Etc.” had met with astounding 
success. His students had unanimously 
adopted all his ideas as their own. By 
careful reduction these ideas had been 
boiled down to one, which was named 
The Formula; and everyone learned it 
by heart. 

This formula, being spread abroad by 
the graduates, took on like wildfire. Sub- 
scription to The Formula was required 
of all professors in all orthodox sem- 
inaries. The unorthodox seminaries, rap- 
idly losing their students, are forced to 
adopt The Formula in self-protection. 
The beauty of The Formula was that it 
rendered all further questions unneces- 
sary, all study a waste of time. To the 
troubled era of Doublethink now suc- 
ceeded the peaceful age of Zerothink. 
The Formula settled everything. 

Theological libraries began the happy 
task of discarding their books. Those 
that agreed with The Formula were need- 
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less, and those that did not agree with 
it were obviously trash. Indeed, books 
became unnecessary. The Formula, set 
to music and scored for the electric guitar, 
penetrated all levels of society, high 
society getting it on their Hi-Fi sets and 
the lower classes getting it along with 
their Low-Fi weather forecasts. 

Such was the success of The Formula 
that the notion spread into other fields 
of the humanities. There were no further 
political arguments after a Democrat 
named Donniebrooke (or Donnybrook— 
he could not spell) invented the Donny- 
brook Dogma. In the realm of science 
there were no more fallings-out over the 
fall-out, and in international affairs Mr. 
Dulles and Mr. Khrushchev (with the 
personal aid of a Mr. Reuther and G. A. 
Nasser) worked out a formula, indeed 
the formula for which diplomats had 
been seeking for half a century, elimi- 
nating hot wars and reducing cold ones 
to the point where they were no worse 
than cool, man, cool. 


T WAS A GREAT TRIUMPH for 

the professor. Yet he could not enjoy 
his dream. Which was worse, he thought 
to himself, to have nobody believe you 
or to have everyone do so? Unable to 
answer this question, he awoke in the 
middle of his lecture, just in time to pick 
up point LXVII.C.i.(nu). He rejoiced 
that the dreams were only dreams... 
but one could see where they came from. 


PRAYERS OF 
THE REFORMERS 


By Clyde Manschreck 


Here at prayer are-the great Reformers of 
the 16th century—Calvin, Cranmer, Luther, 
Melanchthon, Coverdale and others—in a 
historic collection of prayers, many of 
which have been translated into English for 
the first time. 208 pages, $2.50. 
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SEVEN DAYS OF THE WEEK 
By Rita F. Snowden 


For all who have faith and want more of it, 
these 39 beautifully written brief messages 
on the common everyday things are full of 
tich meaning. Glimpses into the lives 
of Schweitzer, Hanns Lilje, Kagawa, 
Eisenhower and others provide fresh Chris- 


tian insight. 132 pages, $1.95. 
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Montreat Plans Made 
For Women’s Building 

Approval has been given by the Pres- 
byterian, U. S., Board of Women’s Work 
for the building of a $50,000 Women’s 
Pavilion in Montreat, N. C., as a new 
“home” for the Women of the Church 
(OvuTLOOK, Oct. 6). 

In authorizing plans for the building, 
the Board said it wanted it to be clearly 
understood that the Women of the Church 
do not want to retain exclusive rights to 






Always the perfect gift... 


the use of the new building, but its use 
by other groups will be encouraged. It 
affirmed anew “‘its belief in the doctrine 
of Christian brotherhood and equality” 
and emphasized a policy under which the 
building may be of use to “all Chris- 
tians.” 

Looking toward the meeting of the 
Presbyterian World Alliance in Cam- 
pinas, Brazil, next July, the Board ap- 
propriated $500 to help bring women 
delegates in other countries to that meet- 
ing. Five women will go from the Pres- 
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Revised Standard Version Bible? 

Because the RSV Bible replaces confusing, outdated 
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the stories and teachings of Holy Scripture come alive 
with vivid, new meaning. By making the true Biblical 
message more understandable, the RSV Bible may actu- 
ally bring your loved ones closer to God. 

For this reason, the RSV is a Bible even for someone 
who already has a Bible. 
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Word of God in the Revised Standard Version Bible. And 
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byterian Church, U. S., to this meeting, 

Two new emphases in Leadership Ed- 
ucation were approved by the Board. 
One calls for training conferences on 
local or district levels for short-time help 
in non-credit work. The other will stim- 
ulate the sending of caravan-type teams 
to churches to help with training methods 
and stimulating better procedures. 

Miss Janie W. McGaughey, foimer 
executive secretary of the Board, is writ- 
ing a history of the Women of the 
Church. 

In view of involvements in the present 
calendar-year schedule, the Board has 
established a new work-year for the 
Women of the Church, running from Oct. 
1 through Sept. 30. This is to become 
effective in 1960. The new plan was 
adopted as a result of studies by the 
staff following wishes expressed by lead- 
ers from over the church. Under this 
program officers elected at spring meet- 
ings will receive special training in the 
summer before beginning the work year 
in the fall. 


Southern Ministers Shown 
For School Integration 


New York (RNS)—A survey conduct- 
ed by Pulpit Digest, a nondenominational 
journal for the ministry, indicates that 
the majority of Protestant ministers in 
the 17 Southern states favor compliance 
with the Supreme Court’s order for racial 
integration in public schools. 

Of the 765 ministers who answered the 
Digest’s questionnaire, four out of five 
expressed sentiment for integration. Most 
of those who wanted segregation recom- 
mended searching for possible legal 
means of avoiding the consequences of 
the Court’s decision, such as those being 
attempted in Arkansas. Only 3 per cent 
said they were in favor of open disobe- 
dience. 

The poll revealed wide sectional dif- 
ferences. In Kentucky, 89 per cent said 
they favored integration; in Texas, 87 
per cent; in Washington, D.C., 86 per 
cent; and in North Carolina, 84 per cent. 
However, in Arkansas and Mississippi, 
only 54 per cent reported approval, in 
Alabama, 53 per cent, and in South 
Carolina the count was 50 per cent, low- 
est in the survey. 

Representing a cross-section of South- 
ern ministers of 27 denominations, half 
said they considered racial integration 
in the public schools inevitable. Only 7 
per cent replied that it “can never be 
successful in the South.” 

On theological aspects of the problem, 
74 per cent said they believed integra- 








THIS is PRESBYTERIAN SURVEY Week 


Does your church have the Every Family Plan? Nearly 1800 congregations of the Presbyterian 
Church, U.S. have written the SURVEY into their budgets. For information, write PRESBY- 
TERIAN SURVEY, P. O. Box 1176, Richmond 9, Virginia. 
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tion to be “in accordance with Christian 
principles,” although only 67 per cent 
said they considered it to be a cause 
which Christian ministers should sup- 
port. 

Of the ministers favoring school in- 
tegration, practically all said they would 
welcome Negroes into their congrega- 
tions but, at the same time, almost all 
added that they were sure their congre- 
gations would not. 


Presbyterians in New York 
Use Roman Catholic Chapel 

LOUDONVILLE, N.Y. (RNS)—Members 
of Loudonville Presbyterian church, 
which was destroyed by fire, found a 
temporary place of worship in a Catholic 
chapel. 

St. Pius X Roman Catholic church 
granted the Presbyterian congregation 
use of its small chapel. The chapel, built 
in 1916, has not been used since the new 
St. Pius X Church was erected in 1954. 

Gilbert Johnston, pastor of the Pres- 
byterian church, called the Catholic offer 
“a splendid display of interfaith co-op- 
eration.” 


German Finds Visit to 
South Africa “Shattering” 


BERLIN—A visit to South Africa is a 
“shattering experence,” according to Pas- 
tor Gerhard Brennecke of Berlin, direc- 
tor of the Berlin Missionary Society, 
just back from a six-months’ stay in 
Africa. 

Speaking at a press conference in Ber- 
lin this month, he said that because there 
is no respect for colored people in South 
Africa there can be no permanent solu- 
tion of the problem of co-existence of 
different races. One of the measures caus- 
ing particular suffering to the colored 
population in South Africa is the gov- 
ernment’s resettlement policy, he said. 
One of the results of this policy is the 
churches which stand empty because col- 
ored people have had to move. 

However, Dr. Brennecke said he was 
particularly impressed by the efforts of 
the churches in Africa to work out a 
Christian way of life that is really Afri- 
can and not just an offshoot of European 
church life. He cited the “extraordinary” 
growth of church membership and said 
that in some places it has increased 100 
per cent since 1945. (EPS) 
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CAMPUS NEWS 


Speakers announced by the various 
Presbyterian seminaries for established 
lectureships and other occasions include 
the following. 

LovuIsvILLE—Centennial Class preach- 
er Jan. 19-23, Charles T. Leber, New 
York; Centennial Class lecturer, Jan. 
20-23, Rachel Henderlite, Richmond, 
Va. 

CoLuMBIA—Ministers Week, Nov. 3- 
7, Smyth lecturer, Markus Barth, “Let 
Preaching Be Preaching’; Bible Hour, 
Robert F. Boyd, Richmond, Va.; Daily 
preacher, Daniel P. McGeachy, Jr., 
Clearwater, Fla. 

AusTIn—Speakers for the Feb. 2-6, 
1959, Mid-winter Lectures are John Dil- 
lenberger, Harvard Divinity School; C. 
Ellis Nelson, Union Seminary, New 
York; George M. Docherty, Washington, 
D. C.; January Graduate School: Waldo 
Beach of Duke University will be the 
Settles lecturer in Missions and Evan- 
gelism. 

PITTSBURGH-XENIA—Nov. 11, John 
Sutherland Bonnell, New York; Jan. 28, 
Charles T. Leber, New York. 

PRINCETON—Nov. 3-5, Lectureship on 
Christian Missions, Winburn T. Thomas 
“The Church’s Response to Global Dis- 
integration”; Warfield lectures, Feb. 2-5, 
President-elect James I. McCord, “The 
Grace of God in Christian Theology”’; 
Stone lectures, April 6-9, Roland M. 
Frye, Emory University, Ga., “The De- 
vout Imagination—The Human Situa- 
tion, the Literary Mode and the Christian 
Faith.” 

Union (Va.)—Sprunt Week Lec- 
turers, Feb. 23-27: Otto A. Piper, Prince- 
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emotional 
experience for 
anyone who has 
ever been in crisis, 
this dramatic story 
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THE ANCIENT LIBRARY 
OF QUMRAN AND 
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BIBLICAL STUDIES 


by Frank Moore Cross, Jr. 
Harvard Divinity School 


ate the foremost author- 

ity on the Dead Sea scrolls 
today. .. The present book is by 
far the most comprehensive and 
up-to-date survey of the subject 
which is now in print.”—pPRoF. 
W. F. ALBRIGHT, Johns Hopkins 
University. Illustrated with 
maps, plans and pictures. $4.50 











FOUR 
EXISTENTIALIST 
THEOLOGIANS 


A reader from the works of 

Jacques Maritain, Nicholas 
Berdyaev, Martin Buber, and 
Paul Tillich selected and with 
an introduction by WILL HER- 
BERG. $4.00 











THE PROTESTANT 
MINISTRY 


by DANIEL JENKINS 


his study views the minister 

as a link between his local 
church and the worldwide 
Church, as a servant who must 
lead, and as an educator. It also 
discusses his personal stresses 
and inner resources. $3.25 
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ton Seminary, “The Christ of the Gos- 
pels”; Paul L. Lehmann, Harvard Di- 
vinity School, “The Structure of Chris- 
tian Behavior’; Charles T. Leber, New 
York. Alumni visiting professor, spring 
quarter, Ivan Bo Reicke, professor of 
New Testament, University of Bask 


McCormick Professors 

New faculty members at McCormick 
Seminary in Chicago this year include 
the following: William H. King, Preach- 
ing; Paul Calvin Payne, visiting profes- 
Christian Education; Edmund 
Perry, visiting professor of Old Testa- 
ment; Thomas A. Schafer, associate pro- 
fessor of Church History; Edward F. 
Campbell, Jr., instructor in Old Testa- 
ment; Brian A. Gerrish, instructor in 
Church History; James A. Stuckey, in- 
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New York, N. Y.—One of the nation’s largest 
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scripts of all types—fiction, non-fiction, poetry. 
Special attention to new writers. For more in- 
formation, send for booklet P—it’s free. Vantage 
Press, 120 W. 31 St., New York 1. (Branches in 
Washington, D.C., Chicago, Hollywood, Calif.) 
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structor in Speech; Eloise Beckley, in- 
structor in Church and Community; 
Winburn T. Thomas, lecturer in the 
World Mission of the Church; Donald 
G. Roper, lecturer in religious television. 


Ecumenical Institute in 
Evanston Begins Program 


EvANSTON, ILL. (RNS) — Leading 
clergy and laymen from many denomina- 
tions are scheduled to attend more than 
15 conferences planned for the fall, win- 
ter and spring at the Evanston Institute 
for Ecumenical Studies here. 

The institute was set up last year to 
train leaders in the ecumenical move- 
ment. It also serves as a center for re- 
search and study in ecumenical concerns 
and for seminars on the practical appli- 
cation of Christian principles to every 
day problems. 

Announcement of the conferences was 
made at the installation of Walter W. 
Leibrecht, former professor at Harvard 





i) 
" Ni Wi | WOLFE BROTHERS & CO., INC. 
Di Nae Manufacturers 
pa PINEY FLATS TENNESSEE 
Established 1888 








the family. 


on December 31, 1958. 








Qn Edna Extra 
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Divinity School, Cambridge, Mass., a 
the institute’s first director. 


Hymns-of-the-Month 
For 1959 Are Listed 


Hymns-of-the-Month for 1959 have 
been recommended to the congregations 
of the Presbyterian Church, U. S., by the 
Board of Christian Education and its 
advisory committee on church music. 
Customs differ but in some churches the 
hymns are studied each Sunday, back- 
ground information is provided, the hymn 
is used in worship and efforts are made 
to have it memorized. The 1959 list 
follows with numbers from The Hymn- 
book: 

January—Christ for the World We Sing, 
489. 

February—Heralds of Christ, Who Bear 
the King’s Command, 498. 

March—Take My Life, and Let It Be, 
310. 

April—Come, Ye Faithful, Raise the 
Strain, 205. 

May—Dear Lord and Father of Man- 
kind, 416. 

June—This Is My Father’s World, 101. 

July—Faith of Our Father! Living 
Still, 348. 

August—How Firm a Foundation, Ye 
Saints of the Lord, 369. 

September—He Leadeth Me: O Blessed 
Thought, 338. 

October—If Thou but Suffer God to 
Guide Thee, 344. 

November—All People That on Earth 
Do Dwell, 24. 

December—O Little Town of Bethlehem, 
171. 
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Tailored to fit any given open or closetted wall 
area. Smart in design and modern in “clear”, 
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hanger bar for coat 
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Christian Concern for Health 


By ERNEST TRICE THOMPSON 
Sunday School Lesson for November 16, 1958 
Matthew 8:1-17 


Our Christian concern for health is 
rooted in Jesus’ concern. Typical inci- 
dents in his ministry are described in 
Matthew 8:1-7. 


|. The Healing of a Leper, 8:1-4 

Leprosy was one of the most dreaded 
diseases of Jesus’ time. It included a 
variety of skin diseases variously iden- 
tified as contagious ringworm, psoriasis, 
leucoderma and vitiligo, but not the mal- 
ady now known as leprosy. Since it also 
attacked clothing and the walls of build- 
ings, this Biblical leprosy, as the /nter- 
preters’ Bible points out, may often have 
been caused by a fungus. A leper in Bib- 
lical times was shunned, bound to dwell 
apart and barred from human inter- 
course, not only because the disease was 
highly contagious, but also because it 
rendered the victim ceremonially unclean, 
with whom no one could come in contact 
without himself becoming unclean. ““The 
rabbis usually regarded it as a direct 
punishment for various sins, and though 
the law presupposes that it was curable, 
they said that its healing was as difficult 
as the raising of the dead. 

The leper in question had evidently 
heard of Jesus’ power to heal and one 
day he plucked up courage, pressed after 
him, and kneeling before him, cried, 
“Lord, if you will, you can make me 
clean.” Jesus, we are told, stretched 
forth his hand and touched him. It was 
a characteristic act that revealed his 
svmpathy and his courage, for lepers were 
physically repulsive, and to teuch one 
was a violation of the ceremonial law of 
uncleanness that was insisted upon by 
sccietvy. The touch was not necessary for 
the cure, but it must have meant much 
to the bruised spirit of a man who had 
come to doubt anyone’s willingness to aid 
the outcasts of society; and thus indi- 
rectly it may have become a factor in 
the man’s complete recovery. 

Immediately the leprosy was cured. 
Jesus then bade him go and show himself 
to the priest. This was in accordance 
with the Law. It was only from the 
priest that a cured leper could get a bill 
of health allowing him to return to com- 
munity life. Jesus also forbade the man 
to publish the details of his cure. The 
purpose of this injunction was to prevent 
a popular Messianic movement based 
upon a misunderstanding of Jesus’ true 
mission. 


ll. The Centurion’s Servant, 8:5-13 


Matthew recounts in the next place an 
even greater wonder. It happened in 
Capernaum. A centurion, in charge of 
a hundred men, probably in the service 
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of Herod Antipas, and quite plainly a 
Gentile, came and requested Jesus to 
heal his servant who was suffering from 
paralysis. 

Jesus said, “I will come and heal 
him.” In thus offering to go to the cen- 
turion’s home he was moving against one 
of the strongest prejudices of the Jews, 
for they considered it to be pollution to 
enter into a Gentile’s home. We cannot 
even imagine Jesus entertaining any such 
ideas. He was completely free from all 
racial prejudices, and to him a need was 
a command. The centurion was a humble 
man and also a man of very deep faith. 
He recognized that Jesus had power as 
real as his, though in a very different 
realm. “I am not worthy to have you 
come under my roof,” he said, unwilling 
perhaps that Jesus should thus call down 
criticism upon himself; “only say the 
word, and my servant will be healed.” 

Jesus marveled at such faith, and well 
he might. As Buttrick points out in The 
Interpreter’s Bible: 

“The centurion was a minor Roman 
officer exposed to all the temptations of 
military office. He could have despised 
the conquered Jews, but he built them a 
synagogue and loved their nation (see 
Luke 7:5); He could have been brutal 
to his servants—Caesar once apologized 
for feeling pity for a slave—but instead 
he sought the help of Christ for a favor- 
ite servant. He could have trampled on 
the prejudices of the Jews, but instead he 
understood and acknowledged them: ‘I 
am not worthy’ may mean that he knew 
that a Jew believed himself to be defiled 
by entering a Gentile home, and that he 
regarded the prejudice at least with mis- 
understanding. He could have trusted 
only in brute force, but he was a man of 
faith and aware of a spiritual world. He 
had learned to cross lines of class, nation 


and creed. Not strangely Jesus rejoiced 
in him.” 


Jesus turned to those who followed 
him and said, ‘“Truly, I say to you, not 
even in Israel have I found such faith.” 
William Pierson Merrill asks: 


“What was his faith? Did he hold cer- 
tain orthodox convictions or opinions? 
There is no hint of that. Was he a loyal 
church member and attendant? Nothing 
is said about that. Was he a highly en- 
dowed mystic, who saw visions? We do 
not know. All we do know is that he be- 
lieved that Jesus could give orders and be 
obeyed, so God can act and needs be met. 
That was then, is now, and must be 
through the ages, the faith that can move 
mountains. Such faith it is that enables 
one to ‘attempt great things for God, and 
expect great things from God.” 


Such faith from such an unexpected 
source led Jesus to look forward exult- 
antly to the time when Gentiles would 
press in from the East and the West, that 
is, from all lands, to share in the in- 


heritance of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob; 
to recognize sadly at the same time that 
there would be some who by all rights 
of inheritance should enjoy the blessings 
of the kingdom but would instead ex- 
clude themselves from its benefits. 
“There shall be weeping and gnashing 
of teeth,” he concludes, thus indicating 
figuratively the bitter disappointment 
which must be their inevitable lot. 

To the centurion, Jesus said, “Go! Be 
it done for you as you have believed.” 
And the servant was healed, Matthew 
tells us, at that very moment. Ordi- 
narily in the Gospel records faith brings 
healing to the individual who possesses 
it. Here, as on a few other occasions, it 
is the faith of another that accomplishes 
the cure. 


Ill. Peter’s Wife’s Mother, 8:14-17 

This was one of the earliest of Jesus’ 
miracles, worked in Capernaum at the 
very beginning of his Galilean ministry. 
We note that the cure was so complete 
that Peter’s mother-in-law was able to 
come down immediately and minister to 
the household. In this case there was 
none of the ordinary lassitude which 
fever induces. 

Mark tells us that it was on a Sab- 
bath; and that when the day was offi- 
ciallv ended at sundown, the whole town 
pressed about his door with the sick and 
afflicted. Matthew tells us that he cast 
out the spirits with a word and healed 
all who were sick. All this happened, he 
tells us, that it might be fulfilled which 
was spoken through Isaiah the prophet, 
saying, ‘He took our infirmities and bore 
our diseases.” The Greek writer, Galen, 
uses Matthew's expression in the sense 
of taking sickness away. Perhaps that 
is the meaning here. Plumptre thinks that 
another idea is included: ‘Jesus suffered 
with those he saw suffering. The power 
to heal was intimately connected with 
the intensity of his sympathy; and so 
was followed (as analogous works of 
love are followed in those who are most 
Christ-like in their lives) by weariness 
and physical exhaustion.” 


IV. Why Did Jesus Heal? 

The Synoptic Gospels make it plain 
that Jesus’ great popularity arose pri- 
marily from his fame as a healer. In 
addition to the individual cures, there 
are such passages as the following: 

“And when they had crossed over, they 
came to land at Gennesaret, and moored 
to the shore. And when they got out of 
the boat. immediately the people recog- 
nized him, and ran about the whole neigh- 
borhood and began to bring sick people on 
their pallets to any place where they 
heard he was. And wherever he came, in 
villages, cities, or country, they laid the 
sick in the market places, and besought 
him that they might touch even the fringe 
of his garment; and as many as touched 
it were made well.” (Mark 6:53-56) 


There can be no doubt but that a large 
part of Jesus’ time was spent in healing 
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the sick——that it was a vital part of his 
ministry. The question inevitably rises 
—why? Some suggest that it was a sign 
of his divine credentials. But this could 
hardly be the case, for Jesus consistently 
forbade those who had been healed to 
bear witness of him and declined to give 
signs to those who asked. 

We are driven to the conclusion that 
Jesus healed the sick because of his in- 
tense human sympathy, because he had 
the power and could not remain indif- 
ferent to the cry of human need. As 
Reginald J. Barker says: “It is clear 
that in the mind of Jesus the conquest 
of disease is part of the Divine Purpose.” 
Or as Dr. Cairns puts it: 

“It is perfectly clear that he gloried in 
the work of healing the bodies as well as 
the souls of men, and that he regarded the 
overthrow of disease as an essential part 


of his mission and of his manifestation 
of the Kingdom.” 


It would be unfair to conclude that 
this was the chief part of his ministry. 
Mark 1:38 indicates that Jesus felt that 
the crucial need of humanity was en- 
trance into the Kingdom of God, those 
new relations with God and each other 
which are the foundation of healthy 
bodily and spiritual life. He steadfastly 
refused to be dragged away from this 
larger purpose by men’s immediate phys- 
ical needs. As Barker says again: 

“The sick who gathered about him were 
largely there for what they could get; 
they were self-regarding. His pity for 
them and his compassion are never in 
doubt, but the crucial need of men was 
that change of mind, that conquest of all 
self-regarding egoism, that new life of 
love to God and men, that divinely ruled 
life, which was the real foundation of a 
healthy community life upon earth... . 
It was what was in him that he desired 
to see most of all in them. The recipient 
may, by the very fact of the gifts, be con- 
firmed in his self-regarding life; and in 
this matter, as in economic affairs, Jesus 
saw no ultimate solution along the line 
of the individual’s absorption in his own 
needs. ‘All these things’ could only be 
added to them, if they sought first ‘God’s 
Kingdom and its justice.’” 

Nevertheless Jesus was interested in 
the bodies as well as the souls of men. 
When his disciples were sent out on their 
first preaching mission they “anointed 
with oil many that were sick and healed 
them.” (6:13) And throughout history 
the church has retained Jesus’ interest 
in physical healing. In fact, Christianity 
has been the original inspiration of those 
medical and surgical services which are 
one of the proud possessions of the mod- 
ern world. Lecky has pointed out fhat 
the Christians were the first to found 
hospitals, asylums for lepers, and sim- 
ilar organizations, and he further de- 
clares that such institutions were ‘“‘alto- 
gether unknown to the pagan world.” 
In modern times missionaries have been 
the first to extend these services to non- 
Christian lands. 

This aspect of Jesus’ work is carried 
on today by physicians, nurses, and so- 
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cial workers. The world has always 
honored them, not only because of their 
high calling, but also because of the 
genuine Christian spirit which so fre- 
quently inspires their services. But what 
does it mean to us who are neither phy- 
sicians, nurses, nor social workers? Are 
we responsible for the bodies as well as 
the souls of men? Can we be satisfied 
so long as adequate medical facilities are 
not made available to all classes and 
conditions of men? Should Christians 
be more concerned today with healing 
or preventing disease? The late Bishop 
Gore said, “Jesus certainly meant his 
church to be a fellowship of men bent on 
rebellion against a world of needless 
suffering.” If this is so, there is much 
for it to do. 


V. Does Jesus Heal Today? 

Does the fact that Christ healed on 
earth mean that he still heals where there 
is faith? God heals, we may reply, in 
many ways. 

He heals through the efforts of men. 
As Bowie says: 

“Research in laboratory, the scientists’ 
patient tracking down of the sources of 
disease, the skill of doctors and surgeons, 
the tenderness of nurses—all these are the 
channels of a help that is no less heavenly 
in being mediated through Christ’s serv- 
ants here on earth.” (From Christ Be 
with Me) 

Not to utilize such skills, not to employ 
the modern drugs which scientists have 
discovered, is to refuse the gifts which 
God has put at our disposal through the 
labors of a host of devoted men. It is, 
in fact, a lack of faith in God and in 
the world which he has created; a lack 
of faith in man whom God has ordered 
to replenish the earth and subdue it. 
(Genesis 1:28.) 

God heals also through the develop- 
ment of a healthy emotional attitude 
toward life and through a religious faith 
which produces such emotions. Compe- 
tent medical authorities tell us that at 
least fifty per cent of our physical ail- 
ments are due to unhealthy emctions 
which we have not yet learned to control. 
One eminent medical authority claims 
that “the mental and spiritual factor in 
disease varies from sixty to seventy-five 
per cent.” 

Some emotions, it seems, are destruc- 
tive in their tendency; they interfere 
with the proper functioning of the body. 
These destructive emotions are the ones 
against which Jesus warned us, and 
which a religious attitude toward life 
tends to destroy. They are the emotions 
of anger, hostility, fear, anxiety, resent- 
ment, and frustration, every one of which 
helps to bring on mental or physical 
illness. The emotions evoked by reli- 
gious faith, the emotions of confidence, 
hope, friendliness, affection, and love, 
on the other hand, are healing emotions. 
They serve to prevent disease, and also 
help greatly in curing those illnesses 
which have other causes. 


Carl Jung, one of the fathers of mod- 
ern psychiatry, said: 

“During the past thirty years, people 
from all the civilized countries of the 
earth have consulted me. ... Among all 
my patients in the second half of life— 
that is to say, over thirty-five—there has 
not been one whose problem in the last 
resort was not that of finding a religious 
outlook on life. It is safe to say that every 
one of them fell ill because he had lost 
that which the living religions of every 
age have given to their followers, and 
none of them has been really healed who 
did not regain his religious outlook.” 


Dr. Alexis Carrel, well-known French 
scientist, declared: 

“As a physician, I have seen men, after 
all other therapy had failed, lifted out 
of disease and melancholy by the serene 
effort of prayer. ... When we pray, we 
link ourselves with the inexhaustible mo- 
tive power that spins the universe. We 
ask that a part of this power be appor- 
tioned to our needs. Even in asking, our 
human deficiencies are filled and we arise 
strengthened and repaired.” 

Even a superstitious faith effects its 
cure, as the Bible reveals, and as the 
effects of many present-day healing cults 
abundantly illustrate. 

God cures through the efforts of sur- 
geons, physicians, and nurses. He cures 
through a religious faith that produces 
a healthy emotional attitude toward life. 
He cures sometimes in ways that neither 
we nor the physician can understand at 
the present moment, and in ways it may 
be that we shall never understand. We 
speak of them as providential or miracu- 
lous cures. We do not yet know what 
can be accomplished in this connection 
through our own prayer or the prayer of 
others. 

But while God cures in these and other 
ways, he allows many of his most devoted 
servants to suffer, despite the skill of the 
physician, despite their trust in God, 
despite their own prayers and the prayers 
of their friends, until the end of this 
mortal life. They are not finally healed 
until their souls are released from their 
earthly habitations and they are at home 
with the Savior in the heavenly man- 
sions. 

Meanwhile they are strengthened and 
sustained by the living Christ. A great 
contemporary Christian, eager to have 
his full energy for the service of other 
people to which he was devoted, was once 
asked, Bowie reminds us, if he hoped to 
be healed of crippling limitations. “I 
believe God can heal me,” he answered, 
“but if he does not, I shall believe that 
his will for me is to show what a man 
can do under handicaps.” That saint 
and hero of the first World War, Cardinal 
Mercier of Belgium, dying of an agoniz- 
ing illness, said: “I am content. I thank 
the good Lord for having permitted me 
to follow him, at least part of the way 
toward Calvary and to have suffered on 
the Cross. Suffering—that is the com- 
plete apostleship.” 

In such cases Christ has given what 
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“What many thousands of honest 5 
Christians have needed for 


centuries.” Albert Hyma, 
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WHAT LUTHER SAYS 


Compiled by Ewald M. Plass 


TO MAKE IT EASY for every 
I Protestant household to read 
© Luther in his own words and 
be inspired by him, this mag- 
nificent 3-volume anthology 

gis being offered at an attrac- 
Is. | saving of 


—— at — last at your finger- 
cs for the first time in 
English—is a one-source treasure 
house < spiritual gems from the 
complete writings of Martin 
g Luther—founder of modern-day 

& Protestantism. 

10 years in the making, this 
handsome anthology brings to- 
gether for the first time anywhere 

Hin the English-speaking world 
more than 5,100 choice selections 
on 200 subjects of practical con- 
cern, all alphabetically and topi- 
cally arranged for quick and easy 


| 
reference. a 
Here is a prized possession filled 
with a lifetime of precious enrich- 
ment, inspiration, and insight. For 
all families, church leaders, church @ 
workers, pastors, teachers, stu- 
dents, speakers, writers, editors. 
Makes a splendid de luxe Christmas 
gift that will be deeply appreciated. “ 
Also deserves a prominent place 
in your church and local public 
library. 

3 handsome volumes. Total, 1,692 
pages. Comprehen sive general, top-@ 
ical, and Scripture index. Over-all 
size of set, 6% x 10% x 5%. Large, 
easy-to- read type. Double column. 
Sturdily bound in rich brown cloth. BO 
Genuine gold stamping on cover 
and backbone. Housed in a beau- 
tiful, permanent, pictorial slipcase 

g dramatiz ing highlights from 5 
5 Luther's life. | 


Special $5 Prepublication Saving 
Before December 15, 1958 ... $20.00 
i After December 15, 1958 .... 25.00a 


See your Religious Book Dealer for Gift 
ha ae folder and free descriptive brochure 


CONCORDIA PUBLISHING HOUSE 


Saint Louis 18. Missouri 
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BOOK NOTES 








Book Club Selections: 

FamMiIty READING CLuB—December: 
Pasteur and the Invisible Giants. Edward 
F. Dolan, Jr., Dodd, Mead & Co. 

History Book Cius—November: 
The Middle East in Transition. Walter 
Z. Laqueur. Praeger. 

PASTORAL PsycHoLocy—November: 
Psychiatry and Religious Experience. 
Louis Linn, M.D., and Leo W. Schwarz. 
Random House. 

PuPit: The Yoke of Christ. D. El- 
ton Trueblood. Harper. 

ReExicious: Spirit, Son and Father. 
Henry P. Van Dusen, Scribner. 

* 2 8 

No Lenten List of books will be pro- 
vided in 1959 under auspices of the Re- 
ligious Publishers Group. The plan is 
being dropped, at least temporarily, since 
no publisher has ever found any evidence 
that the inclusion of a book title on this 
list increased his sales. 

=. 

Stanley J. Rowland, Jr., is the author 
of Land in Search of God, just published 
by Random House. Mr. Rowland was 
a reporter of religion for The New York 
Times before he took up his new work 
this fall as associate director of infor- 
mation for the United Presbyterian 
Church, USA, in New York. His book 
describes and evaluates the various or- 
ganized approaches to America’s ideas 
of, and worship of, God. 





9t4 an Gdea! 


THANKS TO TEACHERS 


The Session of the Wilkes Barre 
(Pa.) First church has expressed 
appreciation to each teacher of the 
church school by presenting a copy 
of a book from the Layman’s The- 
ological Library of Westminster 
Press. 














BOOKS RECEIVED 


Teaching in the Sunday School. Theo. J. 
C. Kuehnert. Concordia Publishing House, 
St. Louis, Mo. Instructor’s Guide, $1.25, 
paper, Manual, 60¢, paper. Test Sheet, 20¢, 
paper. 

The Structure of Christian Ethics. Jo- 
seph Sittler. La. State University Press, 
Baton Rouge, La. $2.50. 

The Apron-Pocket Book of Meditation 
and Prayer. Seabury Press, Greenwich, 
Conn. $1.50, paper. 

A Seed Shall Serve (Life of Kagawa). 
Charlie May Simon. E. P. Dutton & Co., 
tne. M.. F.. SS 
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is far greater than health of body— 
what we may term health of soul. 
Lesson theme and scripture copyrighted by the Divi- 


sion of Education, National Council of Churches. Scri; 
ture quotations from the Revised Standard Version 


INTERNATIONAL 
LESSON ANNUAL 


SF Edited by Charles M. Laymon 
§ Lesson Analysis by Roy L. Smith 


A comprehensive commen- 
tary on the International Sun- 
day School Lessons, for adult 
classes—prepared by outstand- 
ing teachers, ministers, and 
Bible scholars from many dif- 
ferent denominations. 

Contributors this year, in 
addition to Dr. LayMon and 
Dr. SMITH, are JOY BAYLEss, 
Daisy L. Dozier, Ruopa C. 
EDMESTON, FLoyp V. FILSON, 
T. A. KANTONEN, FRANCIS E. 
KEARNS, ELMER A. LESLIE, 
CARLYLE MARNEY, HAROLD C. 
PHILLIPS, WALTER P. REUTHER, 
MartTIn Rust, W. E. SANGSTER, 
Howarp E. Tower, and Ep- 
WARD N. WEST. 


Helps for each Sunday: the 
complete text in both the KJV 
and RSV; explanation by a 
biblical scholar; application 
by Dr. Smith; detailed teach- 
ing suggestions. PLUS 7 spe- 
cial articles, maps and line 
drawings, an index of scrip- 
ture. 

If you've used the ILA be- 
fore, you know how good it is 
—and you'll want to order 
your copy now, in plenty of 
time to prepare for the com- 
ing year. If you have not used 
it, examine a copy at your 
bookstore. You’ll wonder how 
you ever taught the Interna- 
tional Sunday School Lessons 


without it! 448 pages. $2.95 
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MINISTERIAL 
MENTION 


CHANGES 
Presbyterian, U. S. 

D. H. Dulin, from Willow Springs, N. C., 
to Blenheim, S. C., where he is pastor of 
the Blenheim, Dunbar and Reedy Creek 
churches 

Leland C. Jorgenson, Aliceville, 
has accepted a call to the Yazoo 
Miss., church, effective December 1. 

J. Harold Jackson, from Jennings, La., 
to 1004 Porter St., Helena, Ark. 

Russell D. Toms, from West 
Beach, Fla., to the First Church, 
West, Fla., 1020 South St. 

Presbyterian, U. P. USA 

Augustin G. Guzman, from Lares, P. R., 
to Box 606, Aguada, P. R 

James P. Lytle, from Prospect, Pa., to 
Linwood Home, Rt. 1, Beaver, Pa 

Charles F. Reynolds, from Allison Park, 
Pa., to New Alexandria, Pa. 

Herman Dam, from Hoopeston, Ill., to 
167 N. Main Ave., Albany 6, N. Y 

Chaplain John A. Hammond, from Bain- 
bridge, Md., to 6025 Margarido Dr., Oak- 
land 18, Calif. 

Robert H. Kempes, 
Pa., to 3917 Glendale 
Valley, Pa 

Harold Parker, Jr., formerly Presby- 
terian, U. S., of Oklahoma City, has been 
called to the Odessa, Mo., church. 

Harold J. Deily, Fremont, Nebr., has 
been called as assistant pastor and direc- 
tor of Christian Education of the Lin- 
wood church in Kansas City, Mo. 

John V. Berger has retired as pastor of 
the Second church, Uniontown, Pa., and 
he and Mrs. Berger will make their home 
in Madison, Wisc. 

Stuart K. Frane, of Madison, 
has accepted a call to the 
Park church, Chicago, III. 

James N. Urquhart, Columbus, Wisc., 
has been called to the pastorate of the 
Oakland church, Springfield, Ohio. 

Robert E. Ryland, formerly of Seattle, 
Wash., has been installed as pastor of 
Christ church, Milwaukee, Wisc. 

Richard E. Zabriskie, Milwaukee, Wisc., 
has been installed as pastor of the Faith 
and Berean churches of Milwaukee. 

James W. Jondrow, who has been as- 
sociate pastor of the University church, 
Madison, Wisc., has become pastor of 
that church. 

John R. Collins, from Madison, Wisc., 
to the First church, Shrewsberry, N. J. 

Melvin H. Herlache, formerly of Grace 
church, Milwaukee, Wisc., has become 
pastor of the Greenfield Avenue church 
of the same city. 

Cedric H. Jaggard, Waukesha, Wisc., 
will be installed as pastor of the Cedar 
Grove, Wisc., church, Nov. 13. 

Irwin R. Ruklic, formerly of Tucson, 
Ariz., is the new associate pastor of 
Westminster church, Madison, Wisc. 

Robert C. Light, formerly of Wendell, 
Minn., has accepted a call as associate 
pastor of the First church, La Crosse, 
Wisc. 

James H. Moyers, Cortez, Colo., has 
been called to the Cottage Grove, Wisc., 
church. 

David A. Rockefeller, Oshkosh, Wisc., 
has been called to be pastor of the Wau- 
kesha, Wisc., and Athelstane churches. 

Robert |. Larson, Bridgewater, S. Dak., 
has been called to the Cambria, Wisc., 
church. 

Samuel J. Holt, formerly of Seneca 
Falls, N. Y., has been installed as pastor 
of the Westwood Salem church, Cincin- 
nati, Ohio. 
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Harry P. Sweitzer, from Grand Forks, 
N. D., to Central church, St. Paul, N. Dak. 


James P. Martin, from Bismarck, N. 
Dak., to the First church, Jackson, Mich. 


Mark M. Witmer, from Alton, Iowa, to 
Westminster church, Devils Lake, N. Dak. 


William R. Lindsay, Butte, Mont., will 
become pastor of the First church, Bis- 
marck, N. Dak., Dec. 1. Ward F. Boyd is 
presently supplying the pulpit of this 
church. 

FAR EAST 

Russell L. Dicks, of Duke University, 
is conducting retreats on pastoral coun- 
seling for U. S. Army chaplains in the 
Far East—Korea and Japan, returning to 
Hawaii, Nov. 16-18. 

HOME 

Stuart R. Oglesby, following hospitali- 
zation occasioned by surgery, has re- 
turned to his home, 2922 North Hills 
Dr., N. E., Atlanta, Ga. 


SPEAKERS 

John Oliver Nelson, of the Yale Divin- 
ity School, led the recent Religious Eval- 
uation Week of Southwestern at Mem- 
phis. 


William T. DuBose, Laurel Hill, N. C, 
led a recent week of services at Presby- 
terian Junior College, Maxton, N. C. 


Judge Sibley 
Dies at 85 


Former Assembly’s Moderator Samuel 
H. Sibley, of Marietta, Ga., died Oct. 13 
in Atlanta after an extended illness. He} 
was 85. 

A retired Federal judge, he was Mod- 
erator of the Montreat Assembly in 1934, 
the sixth of eleven laymen who have been 
elected to that office. Judge Sibley re- 
tired from the U. S. Fifth Circuit Court 
of Appeals in 1949. 


LEES’ ACTING PRESIDENT 
J. Phil Smith, mayor of Jackson, Ky., 
and president of the First National Bank 
there, has been named acting president 
of Lees Junior College, located there. 
Robert G. Landolt resigned the presi- 
dency last summer. 
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A liberal arts, coeducational college related to the Pres- 
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lum in 26 major subject areas. Fully accredited. Students 
from 35 states and several foreign countries in student 
body of about eight hundred. Cost of $780 a year for tui- 
tion, board, room, and fees, with substantial reduction 
possible through widely-known Student Help Program. 


Address President Ralph Waldo Lloyd, 
Maryville College, Maryville, Tennessee 








Dedicated to the Highest Ideals 
of Christian Scholarship 


Presbyterian College 


Marshall W. Brown, President 


Clinton, South Carolina 








PRESBYTERIAN JUNIOR COLLEGE 


Division of Consolidated Presbyterian College of Synod of N. C. 


Educational 
most valuable asset—our youth. 


Louis C. LaMotte, President 


excellence for our 


Maxton, North Carolina 











Presbyterian e@ Coeducational 


Dormitories. 
and illustrated booklet. 


R. T. L. LISTON, President 





Sound liberal education under vigorous Christian influences. 
accredited. Four-year liberal arts, sciences, business, education. i 
FOUR TYPES OF SCHOLARSHIPS: (1) Competitive, (2) Academic, | 
(3) Grant in Aid, (4) Remunerative Work. 145-acre campus. Athletics. 
Summer session. Board, room, and tuition, $947. Catalog 
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Box P, Bristol, Tenn. 
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